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Special-Needs School Shopping


Looking for school supplies for a child with organization problems, writing problems, dressing problems, fidgeting problems? Here's a "mall" that can help you find just what you're looking for, like a clear backpack, mega-binder, or droop-free pants

Enter Gallery
	
Pencils
	
Clear Backpacks
	
Binders
	
Planners

	
Educational Software
	
School Tools
	
School Clothes
	
Locks

	
Diabetes Gear
	
Food Allergy Gear
	
Orthopedic Footwear
	
Therapy Gear


Worshiping With a Special-Needs Child 

Surviving a service takes planning

By Terri Mauro, About.com Guide
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Photo by Terri Mauro 

Making it through a worship service with a child with special needs can be a true test of faith. Between keeping your child under control and warding off the evil eye of fellow pew-sitters, you may feel that no one in your family is getting anything out of the service. If you have your heart set on some kind of Ideal Worship Experience, wherein your neatly dressed children sit quietly for every minute of the service, you’re probably out of luck. But that doesn’t mean your family should give up and stay home. Try these tips for getting more than a headache out of worship time. 
It’s not all or nothing.

You don’t have to make it all the way through a service for it to be a positive experience. Sometimes planning for success involves knowing when to leave. If you have noticed your child can be good for the first 15 minutes and then loses it, leave after 15 minutes and make a big deal about how great that was; set 20 minutes as the next goal, not 60. 

Give short-term rewards.

Big rewards with long time frames often backfire; if your child feels unable to comply after a short while, he or she may decide the reward is unattainable, and then have no incentive to behave at all. Offer your child very small reinforcements after very short intervals of successful behavior control -- maybe a sticker or a cracker or a chance to play with your keys every five minutes, perhaps a short walk every 15. 

Don’t offer incentives to be bad.

Be careful that what you’re offering as an incentive actually encourages good behavior. For example, threatening to leave if behavior does not improve may backfire if leaving that house of worship is exactly what the child wants to do. Make sure the alternative to sitting through the service is even less pleasing -- sitting in the car saying prayers, not playing, until other family members are done worshiping may be one unattractive alternative, and has the added benefit of providing a spiritual experience either way. 

Bring reinforcements.

If drawing or writing or crackers or small playthings or fidget toys or a stuffed animal or a chewy tube or a weighted vest or anything else helps your child control impulses and stay calm in other settings, bring it along to your worship service. You may see a few raised eyebrows, but not so many as you will if your child loses his or her cool during worship. 

Keep your expectations realistic.

If your child is unable to sit still and be quiet and behave appropriately in any other place, don’t expect a place of worship to have some sort of magical transforming effect on him or her. Prayer can work miracles, but probably not in the short term of turning your jumpy, twitchy, noisy, impulsive, compulsive, uninhibited little devil into a perfect angel for an hour a week. Don’t set your child up for failure by setting goals he or she is unable to achieve. 

Pray.

Praying for your child to be quiet right now may be ineffective, but praying for your own spiritual peace with your child’s special needs, and for guidance in finding a way to help him or her find faith and comfort in God’s house, is always worthwhile. Don’t neglect your own needs in the rush of keeping your child quiet and contained. Put less emphasis on having the Ideal Worship Experience, and more on experiencing worship. 

	




Musings From a Silent Torah Class 

Studying Torah in ASL

Monday, August 2, 2010

By Joshua Soudakoff & Isser Lubecki
	In this picture, you can see me signing "camera."


As you may have read in our last post or in the news, Isser and I are two deaf rabbinical students, roving in Rochester, NY, where there is a large deaf community.

We are on a high from the Torah workshop that we held this evening. We and three others – all deaf – participated. It was a pleasure to discuss Torah in ASL, and we had great discussions on various topics related to the weekly Torah portion.

Here is an observation about how a deaf event differs from one in the "hearing" community:

The first ten to fifteen minutes of the event was spent on various snippets of conversation among the participants. It took more than waving hands to get everybody's attention back to the main point of the gathering: to discuss the Torah portion.

And every fifteen minutes, the same thing would happen. The discussion would veer off into conversations about personal experiences in the Jewish community, various opinions on different topics, or sharing of photos. And every time, we had to lasso in the conversation and bring it back home. At a "hearing" event, everybody notices when the topic goes off course and they try to get it back in place. On the other hand, we tend to cherish every conversation, even when it has no relevance to the gathering itself.

Perhaps the very nature of the isolation in the deaf community results in such a strong need to talk to others. The participants who gathered for tonight's class all knew each other, but they still had lots to share. They saw the workshop as an opportunity to talk to their friends and to express themselves. Since the deaf experience includes a lot of isolation from the "mainstream" hearing world, we seem to have an internal urge to compensate for all the missed opportunities by grabbing every opening to chat with a fellow deaf person.
The Talmud teaches us that "the main thing is the deed." For our "hearing" readers, we have a message. If there is a deaf person in your community, please take the time to know him or her. Share some of your time with that person, and show that you care. Even the seemingly unimportant things you might have to say carry more weight than you may imagine. Also, learning a few words of sign language means worlds to us. It shows your interest in our language and culture.

                                                       Having a grand old time together.
7/23/10 Friday - Jewish World 
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	The Americans with Disabilities Act at 20: Looking Back and Moving Forward 
Next week marks the 20th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  This law, passed in 1990 and improved in 2007, is the essential law protecting the civil rights of people with disabilities. The ADA and later amendments prescribe equal access to employment, technology, public entities and facilities, and all “major life activities” for people with disabilities; the law stands alongside other landmark legislation – including the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Pay Act, and the Age Discrimination in Employment Act – designed to protect the rights of potentially vulnerable Americans and ensure their ability to participate equally in our society.

And yet, today, uneven enforcement of the ADA and misguided attitudes that cannot be corrected by legislation alone contribute to ongoing injustices. The 20th anniversary of the ADA provides an occasion to look back with admiration and respect for the work that led to its passage as well as an opportunity to focus on the advances we must still strive toward. 

A similar moment arises in this week’s parashah, Va-etchanan.  Much like the Israelites, in Va-etchanan on the brink of the Promised Land, disability rights advocates stand at a significant milestone on our journey toward a just society.  Like the Israelites, gathered around Moses in the valley of Beth-peor as he recounts the forty years in the wilderness, we remember the efforts of previous generations which led to the 1990 passage of the first true civil rights law for people with disabilities.  And, just like the Israelites who faced the difficult prospect of prevailing over the Canaanites and establishing a just society in Israel, we, aware of the limitations of the ADA, know that the road ahead is filled with obstacles and hard work.

By the time the children of Israel were preparing to enter the Land, none, with the exceptions of Joshua and Caleb, had known slavery in Egypt; few could remember the beginning of their long march to freedom.  These young Israelites brought with them no prejudices or mores shaped by the experience of Egypt.  They were ready to build a society according to ha’Mitzvah, God’s instruction, of which Moses reminds them.

I myself am too young to remember the passage of the ADA – I’ve barely known an America without it.  Cutaway curbs, accessible buildings, and Braille letters on signs and elevators have blended into the background of my upbringing.  Like the young Israelites preparing to enter the Land in Va-etchanan, as an advocate, I can only look forward.

What does the future struggle for the rights of the disabled look like? It means rejecting an attitude of pity that has too long permeated our understanding of “disability.”  It means focusing on the contributions made by people with disabilities to our economy, our society, and the Jewish people.  It means acknowledging the sky-high unemployment rate among the disability community (over 70%!) and the need to address this situation as we recover from recession.  It means removing the stumbling blocks of unequal access to education, health care, and independent living, and ensuring that we see the person, not the disability.  Above all, it means that even as we celebrate 20 years of the ADA, we must recognize its limitations – the ADA can establish equal rights under the law, but not by itself change the attitudes that hinder equality.

Though the challenges are great, they are surmountable.  Just as our ancestors entered Israel one step at a time, so too can we ensure, step by step, the creation of a more just society.  We can build awareness of the strengths, needs, and obstacles that characterize and face the disability community.  When we falter, we remember Va-etchanan’s reminder that “our God is a compassionate God, who will not fail you nor let you perish.”

On the 20th anniversary of the ADA, we must welcome our friends, family, and all who experience daily discrimination because of a disability.  We must join them in advocating for a strong national commitment to ensuring that every American can live a fulfilling life.  Join the Religious Action Center, our partners and allies, by taking action, day by day, to ensure justice for all.

 

Samuel Lehman
Eisendrath Legislative Assistant, RAC



	


The Transformative Effect Of A Deaf blind Shabbaton
OP-ED
Rabbi Eliezer Lederfeind
The Jewish Press
Posted Jul 28 2010

Since the 1960s, Our Way, a program of the Orthodox Union, has been establishing initiatives on behalf of Jewish deaf throughout North America. Participants have included thousands of deaf individuals - young and old, observant and nonobservant - communicating on different levels in 18 states and several Canadian provinces.

As the director of Our Way, I have worked with these groups for over thirty years, utilizing my skills to communicate with them and to help bring Torah into their lives.

Yet all of this experience did not prepare me for a most extraordinary Shabbaton, held not long ago in Baltimore, for Deafblind. It has to be one of the highlights of both my professional and personal lives.

Working together with a committee of highly professional and dedicated volunteers, we combined to present a first-ever Shabbaton for Jewish Deafblind. The event was held at the Pearlstone Retreat through a generous grant from the Baltimore Council for Jewish Education.

Most of the participants were originally sighted but lost their vision through Ushers Syndrome -a genetic disorder in which a person is genetically deaf and has a gene for retinitis pigmentosa, an eye condition that starts with night blindness, then tunnel vision, and deteriorates to the degree that the person becomes blind. Like Helen Keller, the most famous Deafblind, they are not born without sight or hearing.
Advertisement

A Deafblind person is not just deaf or not just blind. He or she is a different creation. Culturally, deaf rely mostly on vision while blind rely on hearing. Deafblind people rely on "touch."

A Deafblind person sitting in a room with 500 other people can feel very isolated unless someone is directly communicating with him. In working with a group of deaf, usually one interpreter is enough. With Deafblind, depending on their vision loss they each need a personal support service provider who is directly in communication with them, not only in terms of what is being said but also what is happening around them. Whenever possible, support service providers witch off every 20 minutes.

One of the most fascinating sessions we had during the Shabbaton was led by Rabbi David Kastor, a regular at our traditional Our Way Shabbatonim. He himself is deaf and is often the Deaf Torah Scholar at these programs. Rabbi Kastor wanted the Deafblind to connect with mitzvot. After explaining mezuzah, talit and Kiddush, he had the participants "feel" the mitzvah. He distributed a mezuzah, mezuzah case, talit, and Kiddush cup. This was followed by their lining up and entering a doorway. They found the mezuzah and kissed it as they walked through. They also proceeded to feel a sefer Torah.

Jeremy came from California. Unlike most of the other Deafblind participants, he first became blind and is now slowly losing his hearing. He also uses a wheelchair. Prior to the Shabbaton I was in e-mail communication with him (he has technological devices that enable him to read e-mail and books). Considering that he is from a non-observant home I was amazed at his halachic questions on whether he is allowed to use his Deafblind Communicator on Shabbat.

When I asked him how he knows so much about halacha, he responded, "I'm blind, going deaf and stuck in a wheelchair. The only thing I can do is read. I love Jewish books!"

What moved me most about this Shabbaton was the level of simchat hachaim (love of life) each of the Deafblind expressed. Before attending the Shabbaton I expected to meet a group of depressed, challenged and frustrated individuals feeling little connection with "normal" daily life and certainly not with Judaism.

I was amazed at what I witnessed. The participants were very high functioning, questioning the rabbis at every session as they explained the weekly parsha. Passionate in their desire to understand Judaism and to access it, they were constantly communicating among themselves, with the deaf rabbis, and with all the committee members.

They were even able to laugh at themselves. On Shabbat afternoon we were scheduled to play Jewpardy, a trivia game based on Jewish questions about Torah, Jewish leaders, Israel, etc. The coordinator of the game explained there would be two teams. A bowl with pink and blue papers was to be passed around. Each Deafblind person would cover his eyes and randomly pick one color to decide which team he would be on. Suddenly, Dorothy, from the state of Washington, blurted out, "I'm blind why do I have to cover my eyes?!" After her words were translated, there was a roar of laughter.

Attending this Shabbaton was an extraordinary experience. I certainly received much more than I gave. Each day I react negatively to life's challenges. Deafblind sanctify the heavens. They show how the power of the soul can overcome so many physical barriers. Even just by touch or smell they connect with life. You have to see it to believe it. I saw it, and my life is enriched as a result.

Editor's Note: For more information about Our Way and its work with the deaf and Deafblind, contact ourway@ou.org 
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	Jewish Deaf-Blind Community
by Therese Shellabarger
Jewish Deaf-Blind people are a small segment of the Deaf community. Overall, less than 1 % of the U.S. population is Deaf-Blind, and even fewer are Jewish, but Deaf-Blindness has a huge impact on communication and mobility. There is the American Association of the Deaf-Blind (AADB) in Silver Spring, MD which advocates for the needs of Deaf-Blind people and services such-as the Helen Keller National Center in Sands Point, NY, but there is no national advocacy organization for Jewish Deaf-Blind people. Resources designed for Jewish Blind people assume knowledge of Hebrew language and Judaism that Deaf Blind people may not have. As youth, Jewish Deaf Blind children face obstacles in learning about Judaism that go beyond those faced by Deaf people. As adults, they face obstacles participating, in Jewish events.

Common Types of Deaf-Blindness

The most common form of Deaf-Blindness in young people is Usher's Syndrome, deafness with Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP). The first symptom of RP is night blindness, which means difficulty seeing at night. In the final stage, the person's vision narrows to a "tunnel", hence the popular term for RP is "tunnel vision." People with Usher's inherit it from both parents; those who inherit from only one parent are called "carriers" and do not develop Usher's themselves.

There are three types of Usher's; Type 1 includes deafness at birth, balance problems, and blindness that starts early within the first ten years of life. With Type 2, the child likely to be hard of hearing with normal balance, and blindness starts in the late teens. Type 3 is similar to Type 2, but RP develops in adult life. People with Usher's Type 2 and 3 are more likely to use hearing aids and speech reading to communicate. Approximately 5% of people born Deaf have Usher's.

The leading cause of Deaf-Blindness in older adults is Age-related-Macular Degeneration (AMD) which rarely. occurs before age 50. For some people it may be caused. by heredity, and in other people by other factors such as being extremely nearsighted, or certain eye infections such as histoplasmosis. It is the reverse of RP, as people with AMD can see what's happening at the sides but will have one or more 'black dots" blocking the view in the center of their vision.

Deaf-Blind Culture

Deaf-Blind people have their own cultural values but their identity issues are similar to those faced by Deaf people. Jeffrey Bohrman, who lives in Columbus, OH said, "Many young people, especially the teens, don't like the term "Deaf-Blind" arid prefer to merely say "Usher Syndrome" later on they would accept their Deaf-Blindness like I did."

Deaf-Blind people may move to a large city to meet others and get better services. The Deaf-Blind Service Center in Seattle, WA has helped that city become one of the most accessible in the U.S. Robert Blumenthau is a Seattle resident and he reports that there are ten Jewish Deaf Blind people living in the area, and in addition, there are fifteen Jewish Deaf. Approximately six certified interpreters are Jewish. Other places in the U.S. which have large Deaf-Blind populations include Washington, DC, Lafayette, LA, and New York City.

Jeffrey Bohrman is a former president and long-time member of the AADB. He said, "The only Jewish activity during the AADB conferences have been the religious services. For years they were held on Saturday evenings, which so happens to be the first day of the conference week. It was very often very poorly .attended although there were quite few Jewish folks attending the conference. For the last two conferences, we tried something different--we had such services on Sunday mornings while the Catholics and Protestants had their services, and they were much better attended. The last one which so happened to be herein Columbus, OH was attended by approximately 20."
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Jeffrey Bohrman

There are a variety of technologies that Deaf-Blind people use. For those who prefer large print, closed-circuit TV (CCTV) magnifies small print, and Ultratec manufactures TTY's with Large Visual Displays (LVD) for easier, reading. Braille has long been used for printed materials and to display. text, but it has found new uses. The invention of TeleBraille in the 1980's combined with the Telephone Relay Services (TRS) in the 1990's has made it possible for Deaf-Blind people to carry on telephone conversations in complete privacy. For one-on-one communication, Deaf-Blind people who grew up Deaf will often use tactile sign language and fingerspelling into the hand.
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TeleBraille

Support Service Providers

When attending a social event, a Deaf-Blind person may use a Support Service Provider (SSP) to keep them informed of what is going on. Another term one may see is Intervenor. Bohrman explained, "Intervenor is a popular term used in Canada. But it's used merely for children- in many cases. They have certified programs for this in Canada and I believe we have one in U.S. Most of us view the word "intervenor" as meaning that the person is more involved with the Deaf-Blind person than a SSP. Intervenor helps the Deaf-Blind person with more intensive information especially in t he area of environment and sort of help the Deaf Blind person make decisions. SSPs don't do this- they merely help guide the Deaf-Blind into the , community by taking them to places and doing things entirely at the Deaf-Blind's decision and request. We often refer to SSP as "interpreter/guide" although most of the SSPs aren't often interpreters per se."

David Bar-Tzur is a sign language interpreter in Rochester, NY who has worked extensively with Deaf-Blind people. He said that SSP's have an important role in providing access to visual information. "Just as Deaf people have often been left out of what is happening about them linguistically, Deaf-Blind people miss a great deal of visual information. The interpreter needs to supply this as part of Deaf-Blind culture. They must be informed of why you need to leave, when you will meet them, leave them in a place where they will be oriented and safe while you are gone, and tell them who you are when you return. Independence is also a matter of etiquette and the SSP needs to enable the client. It is not unusual for Jewish celebrations td be followed by eating and so an example independence would be the SSP bringing the consumer's hand to where the utensils are instead of putting it on the tray in a food line."

People might assume that-like sign language Interpreters-SSP's have certification standards, but there are none. Nancy O'Donnell, Information Specialist at DB-LINK, a research center at Western Oregon University said, "There is currently no national certification or standard for SSPs or Interveners. Training for each is done on a local basis and is custom designed by the agency providing the training." The Deaf-Blind Service Center (DBSC) in Seattle, WA is one of the few programs which trains, hires and pays SSPs; most others use volunteers.

Ilissa Rubinberg, Coordinator of the SSP Training Program at the HKNC said that SSP's are in a relatively new field and setting up certification standards takes a long time There are also issues of who to pay for training and what organization would be responsible.  The Helen Keller National Center (HKNC) in Sands, NY established a 6-hour SSP training program in
1995, but it is a non-funded volunteer program. The HKNC requires SSP's to be trained before they will accept them to work with clients. Workshops are offered 2-3 times a year and cover topics such as Tactile Sign Language, mobility, overview of Deaf-Blind Culture, and responsibilities of an SSP.

Like many CODAS who have become interpreters, SSP's are often motivated by personal reasons. Ruth Morris is a volunteer SSP in Los Angeles, CA. "When 1 was small," she said, "as I was boarding at school for Jewish deaf, school in East of England on during World War II. There was Jewish deaf partially blind boy, as he always cheer me up. After the war, we all go back to London, there was Jewish Deaf partially blind from Poland, when she was 12 and I was 10 years old, since we have been good friends. When my husband and I Immigrated to Los Angeles, CA on 1963 with our two l still think of my friend all the time, that's why 1 became Involved with deaf-blind in Braille Institute."

Maintaining Independence

Robert Blumenau learned he had Usher's during his adult life.  Born and in Michigan, he attended private Deaf schools, then transferred to a public high school.  He attended Gallaudet University where he studied accounting and also learned sign language. He transferred to Rochester Institute of Technology's National Technical Institute of the Deaf (RIT/NTID) and received his degree in accounting and computers in 1972. After being diagnosed with Usher's Syndrome, he attended the Helen Keller National Center for Deaf-Blind Youth in Sands Point, NY and received training in tactile ASL, Braille, and computers. He has remained a member of the Jewish Deaf Congress (JDC) and was recently re-elected as Treasurer of Washington State Deaf-Blind Citizens; a chapter of the American Association of the Deaf-Blind (AADB).

Jeffrey Bohrman grew up in New Jersey, "across the river from NYC", attending Clarke School for the Deaf in Northampton, MA. His family moved to the Poconos in Pennsylvania during his teens and he attended high school in Philadelphia. After graduating from high school, he went to college, eventually earning a Ph.D. in Pharmacology from University of the Pacific in California He worked for many years as a research toxicologist but later became director of Ohio's Deaf-Blind program. Bohrman said, "I'm married to hearing-impaired gal and we have two grown children."

Jay Ravitsky lives in Philadelphia, PA and has a Deaf-Blind sister. Both have Usher's syndrome. He first attended Pennsylvania School for the Deaf and later transferred to American School for the Deaf In West Hartford, CT. Ravitsky work as an administrative support clerk for the U.S. government. He is an active member of Philadelphia Hebrew Association of the Deaf and the AADB.

Jaime Recht grew up in New York City in a hearing family. She has one sister who is deaf, and both have Usher's Syndrome. She attended Lexington School for the Deaf and Gallaudet University. She is married to Scott Recht, Deaf, and has two sons, hearing. "I overcome my limitation", she said proudly. "I would not allow to stop me raising my children, I do my best as a Deaf-Blind mom."

Jewish Identity

Blumenau learned his Jewish identity by attending Jewish Sunday school for Deaf students, and he also celebrated annual events such as Hanukkah and Purim. As a youth, he was the only Jewish Deaf person in his area, so this motivated him to attend JDC Conventions, where he met other Jewish Deaf-Blind people. Since moving to Seattle, he said, "I had asked for other Jewish Deaf and Deaf-Blind and they mentioned me there are some-I attended temple where other one or more Jewish Deaf Blind taking the services with help of interpreters."
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Robert Blumenau

Bohrman learned of his Jewish identity at age five. He said, "My first recollection was going to the High Holiday Services at then rented YMCA room. My parents were among the founders of a Reform Temple in the Bergen County in New Jersey back in 1948." Bohrman usually attends services with his wife. He uses tactile interpreters during services and also during some rituals. He said that interpreters are funded through Columbus Jewish Federation. Blumenau maintains his Jewish identity by observing the Jewish holidays and cooking Jewish food.

Ravitsky learned of his Jewish identity from attending Jewish Sunday School arid teaming Hebrew. He learned about Jewish holidays and customs from his parents and grandparents. "I always attend Jewish Deaf cultural, especially, went to Israel with Jewish Deaf Group," he-said. "What I was really wanted was to learn how to explore some interests through Jewish particulars."

Recht teamed of her Jewish identity at age ten from her parents. Asked how she maintains a. Jewish identity, she replied, "I feel the same (as) for others. am no different except Deaf-Blind person."

Siegel attended a mainstreamed day school with a large program for the Deaf in Cleveland, Ohio. He became aware of his Jewish identity through  interaction with his parents, teachers for the Deaf; and by attending a synagogue Sunday school.  He occasionally rides with friends to Jewish cultural or religious events.

Access To Jewish Events ,

Transportation is difficult for Deaf-Blind people, but thanks to paratransit a transit service for eligible disabled riders, the situation has improved. Bohrman and Siegel both use paratransit, but Blumenau prefers to use the public transit in Seattle, which he describes as "the best." The signs are easy to read and he says the people around him are very friendly and helpful. Because they cannot drive, Deaf-Blind people who work may not have time to attend Jewish services.

Blumenau said, "In Seattle many people who are Jewish Deaf or :Deaf-Blind do -not attend any service or social together as they had before and was dropped out due to work conflicts." To attend synagogue and social events Ravitsky and Siegel both rule with relatives or mends while Bohrman and Recht ride with their spouses. An other solution, Siegel suggested, 'Transportation Could be provided by various Jewish groups to gradually eliminate the social isolation."

"I attend services once in a while, but always during the High Holidays, Bohrman explained, "I was member of HAD in Philadelphia and one in Chicago when we lived there. In addition, we were members of Jewish Congregations both in Oak Ridge, TN (Conservative) and in Cincinati, OH (Reform). I am an occasional member of Jewish Deaf Congress and have attended several of the conventions during the '70's.

Many Jewish Deaf people in the U.S. find it difficult to become fluent in Hebrew, and even more so for Jewish Deaf-Blind. Siegel commented, "I once read the Braille Jewish High Holy Prayer Book but it was awkward at first due to some Hebrew language." Ravitsky suggested that foreign language software may be more accessible than Hebrew classes, as he suggested, "Would like to provide some software on the computer what I can practice to read Hebrew, Judaism and Judaism sign languages."

Bohrman noted that in Orthodox settings, it is important for an interpreter to be the same gender as the person they are interpreting for. In one situation where he had a female interpreter, Bohrman sat in the women's section. He commented, "The rabbi explained to me later on that he viewed this as if I was a hospital patient and was attended by a female nurse or doctor!"

Rabbi Mordechai Shuchatowitz has been called upon in the past to make Halachic rulings on Deaf issues. "Jewish law requires that men and women be separated in synagogue, " he explained, "which precludes a woman interpreter from sitting in the men's section as well as man from sitting in the women's section. Although she is there to help him for a legitimate and very important purpose, her presence in the men's section would pose Halachic problem for the rest of the men there, as would his presence in the ladies' section. The only solution know of is to somehow find a male tactile interpreter for  deaf-blind man. This may not be readily available, but availing him a proper means of communication within the guidelines of Halacha is so important that hopefully it can be accomplished, with the help of G-d."

Braille And Large Print

There are many Jewish texts which have been converted to Braille or large print, but may be difficult for the average Jewish Deaf-Blind person because they use Hebrew words or assume the person is very knowledgeable about Judaism. For example, the Jewish Braille Institute (JBI) publishes the Jewish Braille Review, but its contents are described as "scholarly." Prayer books are readily available from the JBI, which has the largest collection of Jewish Braille and large print materials in the world, including both prayer books and a complete Jewish lending library.

Pearl Lam, a library specialist at the JBI said, "We send materials directly to individuals in need of our services. If an individual needs: two sets of prayer books, for example, one for home and one for the synagogue, we will be happy to supply two sets. Synagogues and other community institutions should feel free to refer people directly to JBI. If an individual uses a specific prayerbook not on our list, we would consider enlarging (on a photocopy machine),
a portion, or even the whole prayer book, depending on its length."

There are also financial issues that make it difficult for smaller synagogues to be accessible for Deaf-Blind people.  Shelley Kaplan is chair of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ) Committee on Accessibility. The committee, encourages Conservative synagogues
to make their services accessible but is unable to provide funding to achieve this goal. "USCJ doesn't help defray expenses, unfortunately," Kaplan explained. "Our committee has certainly discussed this. service, but it would require a major fundraising effort, for which I don't currently, have the time to undertake. It is, a long range goal, however." The committee sets yearly priorities and Kaplan said that this year's goal is focusing on "people with visual
impairments."

Bar-Tzur said, "It is not unusual. for Jewish Deaf-Blind people as well as Jewish Deaf people to be underserved by Jewish religious organizations. The traditional Jewish attitude has been that Deaf people do not have to concern themselves with Jewish observance because they ate largely considered putar (not obligated) along with mentally retarded people, and children. " However, he adds, "Now that Sign Language is becoming known and hence away to communicate the Torah to Deaf and Deaf-Blind people, this is being reconsidered.. The best place for a Jewish Deaf-Blind on to start Is at a synagogue , that already has interpreted services for Deaf people and see if some sort of arrangement can I for the needs of the Deaf-Blind person to be met as well." 

Marla Berkowitz is the Deaf co-founder of the Jewish Deaf Resource Center in New York City, and an active member and founder of the Access program at Congregation B'nai Jeshurun in New York City. For the past three years, she has been involved in providing interpreting for Jewish Deaf-Blind people at B'nai Jeshurun services and also the temple's Introduction to Judaism classes. "We had a Deaf-Blind person attend the Introduction to Judaism class and hired Deaf interpreters for the Deaf-Blind person," she said. "Finding qualified interpreters was difficult but somehow we managed to find them if we were given time in advance. Also, we got help from the Deaf-Blind person to recommend names of interpreters." When asked what is needed she replied, "As serves providers for Jewish Deaf-Blind, we need more hands-on training how to provide services better for them."

Most Notable Moment

The Bar or Bat Mitzvah is often the most memorable moment in a Jewish person's life. Blumenau said, "I was Bar Mitzvah when I was 13 at all-hearing temple as I was oral Deaf. I was trained to read Hebrew by Israeli student teacher at CID 1n St. Louis for two years. I was well performed as Bar Mitzvah with help of my dad sharing prayers and oral interpreter."

Bohrman had his Bar Mitzvah as an adult. "The highlight of my Jewish life was looming Bar Mitzvah at age of 39 years! My parents thought would be too difficult for me to study for the ritual which normally takes place at the age of 13 years." The reason was-simple, he explained, "I was attending a residential school although the schedule did offer some assistance. At that time I was low vision and so hence was able to do the reading. My copy of the Torah reading was enlarged via the copier. Also at that time, I wasn't into signing for I did not learn formally until I was 41; however, I did have a volunteer oral interpreter who assisted me with my training."

Ravitsky said that the High Holidays are the most meaningful to him but added with pride, "I did learned to read and speak the Hebrew when I was around 10 years old with Hebrew instructor, then became the first Deaf-Blind Bar Mitzvah in February 1967."

Recht that the most meaningful Jewish events in her life are Rosh Hashanah Chanukah, and Passover. Siegel said, "My most important Jewish moment in my life was called Bar Mitzvah at a reform synagogue in Cleveland, Ohio when I was 13.  I was so fortunate when a rabbi was willing to do it without speaking much Hebrew."
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Readers Respond: Tricks for Remembering What You've Just Read 


By � HYPERLINK "http://add.about.com/bio/Keath-Low-32824.htm" �Keath Low�, About.com Guide


Updated December 13, 2009


From the article: � HYPERLINK "http://add.about.com/od/livingwithadhd/a/Reading-and-Remembering.htm" �Remembering What You've Read�


When reading a book (or a report for work or school, etc.) do you ever find yourself at the end of a page and realize you have no idea what you've just read? You are not alone. Many people with ADHD - and even those without - struggle with reading and remembering. Please share your own experiences, as well as strategies that help you comprehend, focus, and recall when reading. � HYPERLINK "http://add.about.com/u/ua/livingwithadhd/Reading-Remembering-Tips.htm?nl=1" \l "ua_form" �Share Your Strategies�





Suggested Reading Strategy


There is nothing like highlighters to help guide your attention to the important points of what you are reading, but I need to take it one step further in order for it to sink into my mind and understanding. In a notebook, I write down what I have highlighted and as I am writing I say the words out loud to help me keep my mind from wondering. Also, for me, I need an absolutely quiet area or room, where I can be by myself because this reduces distractions down to a minimum.—Guest Adrienne





Reading and Remembering


I've always been a slow reader. I use Post-Its to remember characters and their relationships to other characters. Post-Its are useful to remember main events in books I read for pleasure (usually fiction). I keep them in the front of the book as constant reminders of content I want to remember.—Guest CoachRoche





Calming Music (Sans Lyrics)


Recently, I discovered that listening to instrumental music--specifically, classical and jazz--helps me to remain focused and block out my family's chatter/tv noise when I'm studying. I can't read when listening to singing, as the words being sung distract me from the words on the page. Also, the music must be serene; nothing too loud, erratic, or discordant. I'm truly grateful for this recent discovery.—Guest Dawn





Running My Finger Along Words as I Read


I tend to lose my place a lot when I am reading. I like the idea of using a bookmark or ruler under each line. Right now I use my finger to run under each of the words. It helps me keep my place on the page a little better. —Guest Ben





Find the Main Idea


When I read a paragraph I just ask myself “what is the main thing given here?” It’s almost always one thing and all the other words are woven around it. I read faster than before.—Guest giahan








Thanks – Todah Raba!                      Thank you to the congregations that have contributed so far to keep BINA going!  We welcome contributions to be able to maintain this service.  Any agency or individual who is interested in offering support can send their financial support to: 


BINA, c/o Adath Israel Congregation – Resource Center Services, att. Hedda Morton, 1958 Lawrenceville Road, Lawrenceville, NJ








Accessibility Survey: 








 How accessible are your facilities and programs?  Here is a tool you can use to start your year off with introspection-





� HYPERLINK "http://www.bje.org/resources/contributed/File/irt.cover.directions.new.version.pdf" �http://www.bje.org/resources/contributed/File/irt.cover.directions.new.version.pdf�
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High Holiday Services in Westfield, NJ


�


Temple Emanu-El in Westfield has announced their High Holiday Services will be interpreted.�      Rosh Hashanah – Thursday, September 9 at 11.30 am�      Yom Kippur – Saturday, September 18 at 11.30 am��Admission is free for deaf individuals by contacting them before September 5th. They request to enter the temple by 11.15 am to sit in front near the interpreter.��For information, contact Toby Marx at 908-272-2549 Voice, or call the Temple directly at 908-232-6770 Voice.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.jdcc.org/august-2010-issue" �August 2010 Issue �- � HYPERLINK "http://www.jdcc.org/jewish-deaf-tidbits-186" �Jewish Deaf Tidbits �








Book Review: All Cats Have Asperger Syndrome


About.com Rating 4 Star 


�


Rating


By � HYPERLINK "http://specialchildren.about.com/bio/Terri-Mauro-13624.htm" �Terri Mauro�, About.com Guide


See More About:


Cover image courtesy of Jessica Kingsley Publishers 


The Bottom Line


By Kathy Hoopmann; 65 pages. From the book jacket: "Touching, humorous and insightful, this book evokes the joys and challenges of raising a child who is different. It leaves the reader with a sense of the dignity, individuality and potential of people with Asperger Syndrome."


This looks like one of those cute gift books, but it's got a serious purpose: to provide a description of Asperger syndrome behaviors in the context of a creature for whom independence and aloofness is a point of pride. It's a clever, charming pack





























