ATIVE SYNAGOGUE TN TRENTON

There has been bagun weoantly in Tranton & move-

. msnt %o form what is oalled a “Bonservative Synagowue The

natnre pnrpose and intsﬂt of the movemant are known in 8 gen-
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‘sral way to most of onr Jewish peonle. Ws are out to form a

rnew type of svnaqogue, a new tyne of congregatidn in our

city.

But at tha ontsat ws wish to state in a11 earnest-

- ness that it is not our nurpose to disturb or to &1°rupt any

other congrepation or synagogue amonv us. H01 is it our aim

‘intent ‘
mnd/to create d&*tructive oriticism and malipnant abusa. Te

.simply wish to come into being and to exlgt side by side w1th
the others in g hsrmcnious and accordant way. For after a11

‘reliﬂions bedies 0% all bodies must needs love their naégh—

’ hor 28 themsalves. "Let not the offSprino hate their nnrent-

let not the parsnt hate the ofISnring.

Moreover wa fael that this movement takas its

_place not trom the psrsonal ehoiee of a few not fr ‘m mere

'whim nat from passing fancy, hut from real and true necess-

ity
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GﬁNDITIOBS ABOUT US

As we look ahcut ns on all aides we find our
paopls both old and younq, hut more espeoially our yeunm |
Iax in their faith- within them thbir religion is shrunken
until it is a non—entity, with thﬂm Jﬁﬂaism is 8 minus quan-
tity, intermarriage with Gantiles is nothin the synagogue
is distasteful, and its services are boring. The theatro at-
traots- the synagogue repels- the baaeball serles is more im-
uﬁrtant than the Rabbi 8 sermon~ the stcre 1s our temple ‘and

the 1ar 13 our Go Let us not aeceiva ourselves. Do
not

ink that beoause the marvel of hlstory is that Israel

&
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‘_has wa&a& through aountless vieisaitnﬁes ana has emerged trlumnh-
.ant through innumerable tribulation* that she necessarlly will
continue thus for ever and ever. Tho writer is not a pesainist.
Het he eannot help feeling that Israel may crumble and her pill~
ars may totter. ,

| g__ OF THE QﬁUbES

Anﬁ the causes of these thingv - wnat are thay?

They axe‘many-very many. Obviously. we need not zo into all of
them, because we do not prOpese to remedy all of them. '”anj of
‘the csuses sre beyond our control. They exist because of envir-
onment and surroundings. But we f&el eertain that one of the

J cguses at 1east is the form of our wors;ip and the type of our
synagogue, or temple, a8 the case may be. ﬂe are—most of us-
practising either an archaic anaient form of worship on “the
one hend, or, a too modern Torm, perhaps on the other. On the
one hand we do not need sérvicqa 80 long that they become monot-
onous, becsuse of = mp?g re@etiti@nléf Jewish history or nonsen-
gsical poetry for example. fh&t is not religion, .ﬁg éo nof need
sermons in = ;gnvunge that many of us do not understand.l That
is not religion. Ne do not naed to sell mliyehs during sarvices.

~ That is not rellvion._ e ao not need to pray entlrely in a tongue
lunknuun to’ meny of us. That is noﬁ religion. But, as it has

’ been aplly put by one of oar committee we hava no qua,rel wlth
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the Sidur, we have mo quarrel with the Tcrah. On the other hand
prayer without coverinv the heads for instance, does not appeal
to meny, for this is one of the a1stinguishin? oharacteristlcs
of Jewish prayer, anu marks autwardly tha differenca between
Gentile and Jew, 1Im othar words, one of the causes of present

conditions is the faet tnat our reli?ion is not living in the



temper of its time, becsuse much of its form and some of itse

substanaeqigsget~auited to g;giéay; And if history vproves one
: thing to us more than enother it proves that no doetrine er -
/ vrineiple cen survive umless it be the handmai® of its time, -
Feudslism and slavery, fer instamce, cam no longer be tolémated.
They do not belong to our time. We have outlived thom, ' The
world is mot ready for Marxiasn soeeialism or Bolshevism, let us
say, assuming it sometime mey be. Nor is the world ready, for
example, for internationalism; nationslismy it is peinted -out,
mast come first and we are not yet true namiehalisﬁs‘

Ang se it is with all principles and with all
doctrines apnd with 211 guides of humen con&ﬁét. They fail uon-
less they bespeak the temper of their time, unless they are of
- the thought of the people of to-day. We mmst mot remain too

0ld, nor yet become too new,

4 PARTIAL REVEDY

In our opinion, we mneed a translation from the =
extreme of the standpatter at the one end, and from the extreme
of what the writer has been terming the "too mew" at the ether,
into 2 more medium stmosphere, preserving the while the esgen-
tials of Judaism. We need a chsnge from some of the Orthodox
formality and eeremony amd. from some of the Reformed lack of
it, to the end that most of our Jewish people will obtain at the
same tima.serviBQS-whieh_hotter attraet the eye and delight the
ear a8 well as ssiisfy the head, snd nlezse the heart.  For ex-
amnle, the seating together of a m:n and his wife may at firsg
blush seem but & me¢re triflie, But it is Just sueh 1little things /nnu~%1
that help make & synagogue more atiractive. Or, for examnle,A

modern Americanized Habbl who is mevextheless a Jew may seem & small
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matter., But it is not. It changes the whole atmosphere of
our Synagogue. %é‘in&pires the ehild and sppesls %o the youth.
ind so the writer eomld go on %o erumerate other changes in
the form of omr SyNeIORUS. Bat it is unnecessary to do s0s

And similarly we need & ehange-in gome of the
substanse of our worship. lfach metter in the prayer is un-
necesssery and can readily be eliminsted without in the least
injuring the fundementals of our worshine.

SOME POSSIBLE RESULES
Given these changes, We pelieve that we shall

have semething that will Yend e stablize our religion, that

‘will tend to inerease ouIx faith, that will tand to nlease our

gpiritual sensses, and attract our youthe

‘More than-than, we believe ws shall have & new
pasis for unity among our Jewry., A sogndeaynagogue\alwaya aper-
ateg as sn instrumentality for unitys And there is nething
thet we need today mere than unity. Anti-Semitism, %o illus-
trate, is bursting into flame all over Burope until today iv
thraaztens to become & mighty conflacration. And even in free
imericaf, in this glorious eountry, it smolders here and there.
ind so we say we need unity for our protection and we say to

you that this new tyne of synagogue will help us attain a =eTe

parfest state of wnl by o k‘“#LAL lar %{f*L“-

And still more, it will be 2 greatb boom toward the
promotion and encouragement of Jewish philanthrooy and philan-
thropiec orgenization and eleeosynary work in our community.

A Talrmd Torsh, &8s an instance, organized along modarn lines,
an to date in its pedsgogy, bright and clean, will be = place
to which parents will be proud to send their children. A strong

virile modern Schule is tl.e packbone of such wWoTrk. fithout 1Y,



1t inclines %o die of inanition; with it, it inelines %o
thrive. e believe that other benefité and advantages would
scerue to us. But we do not wish to lensthen this article
undulye

In concluding and summing s let us say that we,
do not profess to have the cure-all and the panaces for all
relisious ~ilments, for, after 2ll, that must eome from with-
in., BPut we do believe that we can bFfing ourselves = long
gtep in the right direction, that we can strenghten our faith,
that we ean maske our worship more pleasing, that we can more
readily attract the new generation, that we can effect a
more substantial unity smong us, thet we cam encourage and
more easily foster worthy Jewish philanthronies in short, that

we csn make of ourselves better citizens and better Jews,




